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PUBLIC HOUSING — TENANT BEHAVIOUR — THREE-STRIKES POLICY 

Question without Notice 156 — Tabling of Paper 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): I refer to the document that the Minister for Housing was requested to 

table. The minister has indicated to me—I have had a look at it—that it is a document that can be tabled. I have 

some concerns with the document in that it contains some personal information not related to the minister 

himself but includes addresses, telephone numbers and emails. I will seek some advice as to how this particular 

document can be tabled.  

Point of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Mr Speaker, on the tabling of that document, I want to draw to your attention that the 

minister should be well aware that standing order 157 reads —  

A Minister who has quoted from an official document will table that document if requested by any other 

member during, or immediately after the conclusion of the remarks which include the quotation.  

This minister is not a new member of this house. That is a clear standing order that applies to a minister. It is the 

minister’s obligation when he quotes from an official document, and I put to you that it is an official document. 

Any correspondence, whether it is by way of letter or email, addressed to a minister of the Crown about their 

portfolio area is an official document. In choosing to quote from that document, the minister made the choice 

himself. I see the standing order as very clear-cut. I fail to see that the matter is for interpretation. It may be that 

the minister has done this correspondence an injustice by quoting from it today, but that is the requirement of the 

standing orders of which the minister should have been well aware.  

The SPEAKER: To the point of order, member for Midland, it is standing order 157, as you note. I have raised 

the issue of the appropriateness of the content of what is on this page. It is not in relation to what the minister 

quoted from. It is in relation to some other information that is on this page. The minister has indicated that he is 

prepared to lay upon the table the information that he has relayed to this house in the answer to the question, but 

I am drawing to the house’s attention some other information on this page that is not related and should not be 

laid upon the table. Quite simply, that is the end of that point of order.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I do not wish to enter into a debate with you, but the practice in this place—I have been 

here for a long while—has been that, as in the wording of the standing order, the document will be tabled, not 

that matters can be taken from it. That has been the practice of this house for as long as I have been here.  

The SPEAKER: I will provide some further information to you later in this day’s sitting and I will endeavour to 

have this document laid upon the table.  

[See page 1652.] 

 


